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Cranial Nerve 6 (Abducens Nerve) Palsy Secondary to Schwannoma
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This patient presented with slowly progressive, painless, horizontal, binocular diplopia that worsened with left gaze and resolved in right
gaze. She has adopted a mild left face turn and has an esotropia in primary gaze. The esotropia worsens in left gaze and there is an
abduction deficit of the left eye. Her findings are consistent with a cranial nerve VI palsy on the left. MRI showed nodular enhancement near
the pons along the tract of the sixth nerve on the left that is consistent with a schwannoma of cranial nerve VI.

Cranial nerve VI (CNVI or abducens nerve) innervates the lateral rectus muscle that is responsible for abduction of the eye. Weakness of the
lateral rectus will result in binocular, horizontal diplopia that worsens in gaze to the affected side. Patients will have an abduction deficit
with an incomitant esotropia that is worse on attempted gaze to the affected side.
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