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Scleromalacia and Anterior Staphyloma
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A 63-year-old man presented to the ophthalmology clinic for evaluation of a blind painful left eye. He had a complicated left cataract
surgery 45 years ago that resulted in subsequent ocular decompensation and scleromalacia, a degenerative thinning of sclera that allows
visualization of the underlying pigmented uvea (Panels A-C). The scleromalacia led to anterior staphyloma, where the protrusion caused
eyelid displacement (Panel D) so severe that it touched the lens of his glasses.

Scleromalacia can be caused by other conditions including systemic connective tissue diseases (most commonly rheumatoid arthritis)
and inflammatory processes such as vasculitis or infection; local trauma to the sclera may also be an inciting factor [1]. Loss of scleral
connective tissue decreases the structural integrity of the globe; as such, scleromalacia confers an increased rupture risk with minor
trauma. It is recommended that patients with this condition wear protective eyewear at all times.
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Scleromalacia is a degenerative thinning of the sclera. This photo shows an anterior staphyloma secondary to scleromalacia in a patient
with primary congenital glaucoma. In this case, eyelid displacement from the anterior staphyloma was resulting in exposure keratopathy.




EYE R@JNDS.ORG

@ Enlarge & Download

Reference:

e Sims J. Scleritis: presentations, disease associations and management. Postgrad Med J 2012;88(1046):713-718.
https://PubMed.gov/22977282. DOI: 10.1136/postgradmed;j-2011-130282

Image Permissions:

@O0

Ophthalmic Atlas Images by EyeRounds.org, The University of lowa are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.

Related Articles

Related Atlas Entry: Scleromalacia




Address

University of lowa

Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College
of Medicine

Department of Ophthalmology and
Visual Sciences

200 Hawkins Drive

lowa City, IA 52242

Support Us

Legal

Copyright © 2019 The University of
lowa. All Rights Reserved

Report an issue with this page
Web Privacy Policy |
Nondiscrimination Statement

Related Links

Cataract Surgery for Greenhorns
EyeTransillumination
Gonioscopy.org

lowa Glaucoma Curriculum
lowa Wet Lab

Patient Information

Stone Rounds

The Best Hits Bookshelf

EyeRounds Social
Media

Follow

Receive notification of new cases,
sign up here

Contact Us

Submit a Suggestion



